
BRETHREN EVANGELIST November 36, 1899 

Ashland College—Winter and Spring Terms 

The winter term (twelve weeks) of Ashland College 

begins January 2, 1900, and the spring term of eleven 

weeks begins March 27. There are now enrolled in the 

school 55 students about all of whom will remain for the 

winter term. In the theological department are twelve 

students preparing for the work of the Christian minis- 

try. It is needless for us to say that this work should 

have the unanimous support of the church in whose in- 

terests it is carried on. Let it be remembered that this 

is the work of the church ; the school is owned and con- 

trolled by the church. The men who are at the head 

of it are appointed by the church thru its representatives, 

the trustees who are elected by the several state and 

district conferences. Whatever you do for the school 

as an individual member of the church or as a local con- 

gregation you do directly for the entire Brethren church. 

The young men and women who are being educated 

here for the responsible work of the Christian ministry 

will do service for the Brethren church ; the influence 

they and others will carry with them as they go out into 

the world will come home to you, the local churches of 

the brotherhood. We know of no way by which you 

can do a better, a nobler, a more permanent and abid- 

ing service for the church of your choice than by giving 

your support, financial and moral, to the only education- 

al institution of the Brethren church. Soliciting stu- 

dents and endowment pledges for Ashland College is 

an investment of influence that will be cumulative, an 

influence whose largest measure only the years that are 

yet to come and go can record. 

What are you willing to do for the school during the 

month that yet remains of the year 1899 ? Another 

question is, What can you do ? Do that which lies 

nearest you. You are too poor to take an endowment 

pledge. Are you quite sure of that ? Can you not af- 

ford to spend 56.00 a year for this most important work? 

If you cannot take a pledge are there not young men 

and women of your acquaintance who are contemplat- 

ing attending school somewhere ? Speak to them of 

Ashland College and the advantages it offers to the 

young. Send filenames of such to the president of the 

school, Professor J. A. Miller, and request him to send 

a catalog to them. Of the several hundred congrega- 

tions in the brotherhood, think what it would mean if 

each were to send at least one student to Ashland. The 

school needs your support; this need should appeal to 

your obligation as a member of the Brethren church. 

If you have not yet done something for the school, let 

not the year 1899 close before making at least an hum- 

ble effort to advance the interests of an institution which 

is the interest of the whole church. 

A New Theory Of Revivals 

The Rev. Henry Frank, a smart and extremely lib- 
eral preacher of New York City, says that the modern 
revival is merely a form of hysteria; It is his theory 
that ' 'every revival inaugurates an epidemic of insanity." 
"The ordinary Christian," he continues, "usually thinks 
that the revival is brought on by some specially inspired 
individual like Moody, or Sam Jones. The fact is that 
while the individual is the direct occasion for the relig- 
ious upheaval, he is assisted by what is now scientific- 
ally known as mental contagion, which is precisely as 
infectious as smallpox, or cholera. Every victim of the 
revival contracts a case of religious hysteria." 

This is a very good illustration of the talk of a radical, 
who imagines that he is a virtuous iconoclast, or who 
otherwise fails of the gift of due and wise discrimina- 
tion. While we have no faith in the artificial excite- 
ments employed by some revivalists, and while we do 
not believe for a moment that noise, or gesticulation, or 
animal magnetism are allies of the Holy Spirit, or that 
they reinforce the Gospel by the weight of a hair, nev- 
ertheless the Holy Spirit, seizing the occasion furnished 
by the assembly, and by the preaching of the Gospel, 
does, in spite of all the silly extravagances, and in spite 
of all the ignorance of both preacher and hearer, con- 
vert some sinners, and save some souls. It is unfortu- 
nate, of course, that some others are dinned and hauled 
and frightened into a profession of religion, but this is 
as the Master himself said, that the net brings in "both 
good and bad." This Rev. Mr. Frank doesn't know 
near as much, and is not nearly so wise, as his best 
friends might heartily wish for him. And he might 
also profit by his theory of "mental contagion" if he 
should more frequently seek the company of good peo- 
ple and experienced Christians. It's a great temptation 
to a bright young fellow to say smart, or radical things 
so as to be quoted and reported by the newspapers. 

Philosophy of Giving 
It is more blessed to give than to receive, because 

the former is an expression of the higher nature. Re- 
ceiving gratifies selfishness. Giving mortifies selfish- 
ness, and fosters the sublime trait of unselfishness. 
These two words express the whole philosophy of humai 
history. All evils have their root in selfishness. The 
Adamic fall has aptly been called the lapse of self. 
Every form of wickedness following it had for its cen- 
tral principle some variety of self indulgence, and that 
is true of all wickedness now. The opposite then of 
selfishness must be the highest form of virtue. As 
giving is the opposite of receiving, it must be in line 
with God's thought and in keeping with God's heart. 
It must conserve the sublimest virtue. It must be,—it 
is,—divine. 


